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TN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): A content information processing apparatus 
characteriz e d by comprising: 

first storage means for storing first content information of each content to be provided 
te screened for a user at a real place and content supplier information of each a content 
supplier, who provides that supplies the content , auch that the information in associated wit h 
thn nthm- information for screenin p at the real place ; 

viewing information processing means for specifying second content information of a 
the content distributed to a terminal of the user via a network the terminal configured to 
allow the user to view the content ; 

viewing history storage means for storing viewing hi s torical history information 
including at least the sp e cified second content information of the content distributed to the 

terminal of the user; and 

incentive means for extracting the second content information of the content viewed 
hv- distributed to the terminal of the user from the viewing historical history information, 
specifying that the content supplier ^associated with the extracted second content 
information of the content distributed to the t ermin al of th e user with refer e nce to the fir s t 
storage moans, and giving a pr e d e t e rmined incentive to the specified content supplier in 
accordanc e with the description of the content distributed to the us e r and the number of 

galgidating a payme nt to the content suppli e r th at supplies the content for screenin g 
at the real place based on the, viewing hist o ry information including the second content 
information of the content distributed to t he terminal of the user and the first content 
information of the content to be screened for the user at the real place. 
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Claim 2 (Currently Amended): The content information processing apparatus 
according to Claim 1, further comprising distribution means for distributing a the content to 
the terminal of eaeh the user. 

Claim 3 (Currently Amended): The content information processing apparatus 
according to Claim 1 , . >h u unthc apparatus is connect^ further com prising a network 
; „wf a ^nfi pi ,redto connect via a communication network to a content distribution 
terminal for distributing a the content to eaeh the tmmna^fthe user over a-the 
communication network, and the viewing information processing means obtains receiyesjhe 
viewing histerieai history information of a the content distributed from the terminal of the 
content di s tributor to the user. 

Claim 4 (Currently Amended): The content information processing apparatus 

according to Claim 1, further comprising: 

second storage means for storing a^east identification information ef^aeh regarding 
the user and user assigned-area information indicating an area whieh a^sodated^th the user 
bel o ngs to, wherein ; 

the first storage means further stores supplier assigned-area information indicating an 
area which each assodat^^ supplier belongs^ that supplies the c ^ntentfor 

screening; and 

the incentive means epeeifies^nfeni iation of a UG er ,-4e^h4eh4he^ten^ 
d ebu te d, u ith reference to4he*eeend storage mean. , -peeific, t h e cu nt e nt s up p li er 
be l ongi ng to the c p e eified ^i c a , .hh r e feren t to the^stot agc m o ann, an d^ves^n 
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payment to the content supplier that supplies the content for screening based on the stored 
user assigned-area information and the stored supplier assigned-area in formation. 

Claim 5 (Currently Amended): The content information processing apparatus 
according to Claim 1 , further comprising: 

registration means for accepting registration of a user assigned-area information 
indicating an area , t e which a viewer belongs, associated with the user to store the user 
assigned-area information in the second storage means. 

Claim 6 (Currently Amended): The content information processing apparatus 

according to Claim 1 , wherein 

the viewing information processing means provides the viewing historical history 

information to eaeh the content supplier. 

Claim 7 (Currently Amended): The content information processing apparatus 

according to Claim 1 , wherein 

with reference to the first storage means, the viewing information processing means 
provides eaeh the terminal of the user with the information pieces of the regarding a plurality 
of content suppliers registered in association with the content-^iewed-ey distributed to the 
terminal of the user and accepts the content supplier information o f the content supplier as a 
desired content supplier selected from among the plurality of content suppliers by the user, 
and 

the incentive means give Si as an incentive , the payment to the desired content supplier 
accept e d from the us e r . 
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Claim 8 (Currently Amended): The content information processing apparatus 
according to Claim 7, wherein 

the first storage means further stores advertising information of each of the plurality 

ofcontent suppli e r suppliers , and 

when providing eaeh the terminal of the user with the information pieces of regarding 
the plurality of content suppliers, the viewing information processing means provides the user 
with the advertising information pieces of the content suppliers stored in the first storage 
means. 

Claim 9 (Currently Amended): The content information processing apparatus 
according to Claim 1, further comprising: 

user information storage means for relating e ach storing a relationship of the user to a 
thecontent supplier to store the relationship thmebctweon, whorei niand 

the incentive means giv e s an incentive for the content vi e wed by the u s er cdculates 
the navment to the related co ntent supp lior with reference to content supplier based on the 
stored relationship of the user to the content supplier in t he user information storage means. 

Claim 10 (Currently Amended): The content information processing apparatus 

according to Claim 1 , wherein 

the incentive means collects a charge from eaeh the user having the terminal that who 
has received the distribution of the content and gives an the calculated payment atieeatien, 
calculated from the collected charge at a predetermined rate, as an incentive to the content 
supplier. 
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Claim 1 1 (Currently Amended): The content information processing apparatus 
according to Claim 1 , wherein 

the content includes a video content to be screened at a the real place th e at e r, and ; 

the content supplier includes an operator of a theater and/or o^a video content 
distributor ; and 

the real place includes the theater . 

Claim 12 (Currently Amended): A content information processing system including a 
distribution apparatus for distributing a content to a terminal of the a user via a network and a 
server for processing information related to eaeh the content distributed by the distribution 
apparatus, the server comprising charact e rized in that the s e rv e r compris e s : 

vi e wing information processing m e ans for sp e cifying information of a content 
distributed from th e distribution apparatus to the terminal of th e user; 

first storage means for storing first content information of eaeh th^content to be 
screened for provid e d to a the user at a real place and content supplier information of eaeh a 
content supplier , who provide s that supplies the content for screening at the real place ^-sueh 
that th e information is associated with the oth e r information ; 

viewing information processing means for specifying second content information of 
the content distributed from the distribution apparatus to the terminal of the user, the terminal 
configured to allow the user to view the content; 

viewing history storage means for storing viewing historical history information 
including at least the specified second content information of the content distributed to the 
terminal of the user; and 

incentive means for extracting the second content information of the content^v4ewed 
b^ distributed to the terminal of the user from the viewing historical history information, 
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specifying that the content supplier is_associated with the extracted second content 
information of the content distributed to the termin a l of the user with rofcronce to the first 
storage means, and giving a predetermined incentive to the specified content supplier in 
accordance with the description of the content distributed to the uocr and the number of 
<M«#« calculating a payment to the co n tent supplier that supplies the content for screening 
at the real place based on the viewing history inform ation including the second content 
information of the content distributed to the terminal of the user an d the first content 
information of the content to be scre ened for the user at the real place. 

Claim 13 (Currently Amended): A content information processing method executed 
by a computer, characterized in that the computer performs the stops of the method 
comprising : 

storing first content information of each content to be provid e d to screened for a user 
at a real place and content supplier information of each a content supplier^vhe provides that 
supplies the content , im e h thai t h e inform ntin n L associated with t h e o th e r inform ntion for 

screening at the real place ; 

specifying second content information of a the_content distributed to a terminal of the 

user via a network the terminal configure d t o all ow the user to view the content ; 

storing viewing historical history information including at least the s p e cified second 

content information of the content distributed to the terminal of the user; and 

extracting the second content information of the content viewed by distributed to the 

terminal of the user from the viewing historical history information- 
specifying thatthe content supplier ^associated with the extracted second content 

information of the content dist ributed to the terminal of the user- * i Hi i nfer ence to the f ir st 

s torage means, and giving a predetermined in ce ntive to the sp ecif i e d c ontent su p per i n 
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accordanc e with th e description of the content distributed to th e us e r and tho numb e r of 
cont e nts ; and 

calculating, by the computer, a payment to the co ntent supplier that supplies the 
content for screening at the real place based on the viewing history information including the 
second content information of the content distributed to the termina l of the user and the first 
content information of the content to be screened for the user at the real place. 

Claim 14 (Canceled). 

Claim 15 (Currently Amended): A computer-readable recording medium including 
computer executable instructions, wherein the instructio n s, when executed by a computer, 
cause the computer storing a computer program which allows a computer to perform the stops 
ef a method comprising : 

storing first content information of eaeh content to be provided to screened for a user 
at a real place and content supplier information of-eaeh a content supplier^vhe provid e s that 
supplies the content , such that tho information is associated with the other information for 
screening at the real place ; 

specifying second content information of a the content distributed to a terminal of the 
user via a network , the terminal configured to allow the u ser to view the content; 

storing viewing historical history information including at least the spccifiod second 
content information of the content distributed to the terminal of the user; [[and]] 

extracting the second content information of the content viewed by distributed to the 
terminal of the user from the viewing historical history informations 

specifying that the content supplier [^associated with the extracted second content 
information of the content distributed to the ter minal of the user with reference to tho fir s t 



8 



Application No. 10/538,270 

Reply to Office Action of June 10, 2008 

storag e m e ans, and giving a pr e d e t e rmin e d inc e ntive to the specified content s uppli e r in 
accordanc e with th e d e scription of the content distribut e d to the user and the number of 
cont e nts ; and 

calculating a payment to the content supplier that supplies the content for screening at 
the real place based on the viewing history information including the second content 
information of the content distributed to the terminal of the user and the first content viewing 
history information of the content to be screened for the use at the real place . 

Claim 16 (New): A content information processing apparatus comprising: 

a first storage device configured to store first content information regarding content to 
be screened for a user at a real place, and content supplier information regarding a content 
supplier that supplies the content for screening at the real place; 

a viewing information processor unit configured to specify second content 
information of the content distributed to a terminal of the user via a network, the terminal 
configured to allow the user to view the content; 

a viewing history storage device configured to store viewing history information 
including at least the second content information of the content distributed to the terminal of 
the user; and 

an incentive processing unit configured to extract the second content information of 
the content distributed to the terminal of the user from the viewing history information, 
specify that the content supplier is associated with the extracted second content information, 
and calculate a payment to the content supplier that supplies the content for screening based 
on the viewing history information including the second content information regarding the 
content distributed to the terminal of the user and the first content information of the content 
to be screened for the user at the real place. 
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Claim 17 (New): The content information processing apparatus according to Claim 1, 
wherein 

the viewing history information includes a number of times the user views the content 
using the terminal of the user, and 

the incentive means calculates the payment to the content supplier based on the 
viewing history information including the number of times the user views the content using 
the terminal of the user. 

Claim 18 (New): The content information processing apparatus according to Claim 1, 
further comprising: 

second incentive means for calculating a second payment to another content supplier 
that supplies the content to be screened at a second real place. 

Claim 19 (New): The content information processing apparatus according to Claim 
18, wherein the second incentive means calculates the payment to the another content 
supplier based on attendance at the real place, attendance at the second real place, and a 
number of screening days. 
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